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the intrigues of the dismissed Harley, the in-
difference of the Queen never turned him from
his determination to see the war through. Time,
he was convinced, was all he needed. Once
more, he pleaded, " Give me one more year."

A General Election was now due and a not
unexpected event played into the hands of the
Whigs.   Louis XIV gave permission for a small
expedition to invade Scotland in the name of the
Pretender, "James III."  Scottish discontent with
the immediate results of the Act of Union, passed
in the previous year, offered an opportunity;
the genius of Admiral Forbin, commander of die
Dunkirk privateers, provided the means.    But
Forbin's half-hearted expedition, carrying a pack
of sea-sick exiles, was defeated as much by the
elements as by Marlborough's elaborate precau-
tions, and not a soldier landed.    Nevertheless
panic was widespread.   The Whigs, who dubbed
all Tories Jacobites - that is, secret followers of
the exiled Stuarts - were given an election cry
against " traitors " and the Queen's hopes that
the moderate Tories would still hold the balance
in Parliament were disappointed.   The Whigs
duly gained their majority and pressed for fuller
representation in the Cabinet,  demanding the
Presidency of the Council for their chief, Lord
Somers.   The Queen resisted and Marlborough
was begged to corne back from Flanders to use
his influence in the Whig favour.    He not un-
naturally refused ; he wrote her letters as he was
asked to do, but he knew that they would be of
no effect; and he plunged into his plans for the
campaign,  fearful lest  the  notorious  political